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546 A Bill of Mortality i- 

V. A Bill of Mortality for the Town of Salem, for the Tear- 
1782. By Edward Augustus Holyoke, M.JO). 
F. A. A. andM. S. In a Letter to Mr.C a le.bQann s tt, 
Rec. Sec. A. A. 

S I R, 

I Herewith fend you- a biir of mortality, for the town of 
Salem, for the laft year, which, although not fo accurate 
as I could wifh, may yet perhaps be worth communicating to 
the Academy ; heartily wiiliing the public might be favoured 
with more correct bills of a like kind, from a variety of towns, 
of fimilar,and of different frtuations, for a courfe of years fuccef- 
Iively,as they would certainly afford the beft means of judging of 
the ftate of population, a matter of real ufe and of great curiofity, 

Salem is a fea-port town, fituated in the 42d degree of N. 
, Lat. onMaJfachufetts-Bay •, about five leagues to the weftward of 
Cape- Ann, and about as far north-eaftward from Bojion ; where 
a considerable trade is carried on both with Europe and the 
Wejl- Indies. That part of it which is fettled thicker!, is 
moftly a peninfula lying between two fait water rivers. The 
ground is flat and low, being fcarcely more than twenty, or 
twenty- four feet above the level of the fea, at high water, any 
where, and in moil places not near fo much ; and excepting a 
hill in the north-weft, and another to the weftward, neither of 
them very high, there are no eminences to interrupt the free 
courfe of the winds. The foil is in general light, dry and 
fandy, and quite free from any marfhes or colledHons of ftag- 
nant waters. The water of the wells, which are very nume- 
rous, is pretty good, that of many fo pure as to bear foap well j 
though, I think, our tea-kettles are generally covered on the 

infide with a ftony cruft, 
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The inhabitants are not fubjedt, to any endamic difcrders ; 
though, thirty or forty years ago, hyfteric and nervaas com* 
plaints, are reputed to have been more than commonly rife 
here - 3 at prefent, I believe we are as exempt from iuch mala- 
dies as the neighbouring towns. 

In the following bill the number of the dead, I believe, is 
pretty accurate ; the ages of the deceafed in general, and the 
month they died in, are tolerably afcertained j but as to the lift 
of difeafes, I cannot be anfwerable for a confiderable part of it, 
as the beft account I could procure of the difeafe is fometimes 
taken from the fextons, the reports of nurfes or perfons about 
the fick; and how uncertain that muftbe, I need not fay, when 
even phyiicians themfelves are often at a lofs how to clafs thfi 
difeafes of their patients, with the precilion they would wifli j 
and in feveral inftances I have not been able to procure any ac- 
count of the difeafe at all : I thought it better, however, to give 
a bill of that fort, imperfect as it is, than to fupprefs it entirely. 
As to the births, I believe the account is as compleat as can be 
expected, confidering from whom we are obliged to collect the 
.greateft part of it ; and, I fuppofe, approaches much nearer to 
the number of perfons actually born, than accounts of chriften- 
ings ever can, in any country where there is a general religious 
toleration ; indeed, in a town where there are various religious 
ie&s, fome of which never adminifter baptifm at all, and others 
who never adminifter it but to adults, which is our cafe, births 
can never be tolerably gueffed at from an account of christen- 
ings. Thefe however are not -negledted, the gentlemen of the 
clergy having been fo obliging as to furnifh me with 'a com- 
pleat lift of their feveral baptifms > from the feme hands too, 
and from the Juftices of the Peace, who by our laws are quali- 
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fied to marry, I am favoured with the number of couples mar- 
ried. The number of rateable polls, &c. I have from the.affef- 
for's lift. I would further obferve,, that the year 178 2*, taking 
it throughout, was more fickly than ordinary, and I have great- 
reafon to think that we have not had fo great a mortality, fince 
the year 1773, which is the more remarkable,, as no epidemic 
difbrder has been uncommonly prevalent. 

I mould have been glad to have procured a more particular 
bill, as well as a more accurate one, but found it impracticable, 

I am. &c. 

E. A. HOLYQKE. 

Mr. Caleb Gannett. 

A Bill of Mortality for Salem, for the Year m,dcc,lxxxii. 

General Bill. 
Deiths 
Births 
Baptifms 
Marriages 
Rateable polls, i.e. males, 

from 16 years old and 1 

upwards, refident in, 

the town, 
Tranfient perfons — males7 

Monthly Bill. 
January, died 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
Auguft 
September 
Odober 
November 





December 


23 


l 7S 




i75 


3 l 7 


Bill of Ages. 


r S 2 


Still-born 


6 


70 


Within .the month 6 




Between 1 mon 


. and 1 year 30 


897 


1 yeai 

2 


• and 2 20 
and 5 2 




5 


and 10 7 


200 


10 


and 1 5 3 




*5 


and 20 6 


21 


20 


and 25 5 


11 


25 


and 30 7 


9 


3° 


and 40 24 


12 


40 


and 50 10 


8 


5° 


and 60 7 


11 


60 


apd 70 2 


11 


70 


and 80 7 


12 


80 


and 90 6 


35 


Ages unknown, 


of chil- 7 


22 


dren chiefly, 


10 
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Bill of Diseases. 

Angina 3 

Aphthae 2 

Apoplexy 2 

Afcites 3 

Afthma 1 

Atrophy 5 

Cachexy 7 

Ghin-Cough, combined V 

with Dyfentery and> 7 

Cholera Dyfenterica j 

Cholera Morbus 1 

Cholera Dyfenterica 2 o 

Coeliaca 1 

ComplicatedCafe 1 

Consumption 4 

Convulfion . 7 

Diarrhoea 3 

Dyfentery 6 

Empyema - 1 

Eryfipelas 1 

Fevers 8 

Catarrhal 4 

Hofpital 3 

Pleuritic 2 

Peripneumonia 3 



Putrid 

Nervous 

Rheumatic 

Hydrocephalus InternuS 

Hypochondriacifm 

Lethargy 

Lientery 

Old Age 

Over-Eating 

Paralytic 

P athifis Pulmonalis 

Ri ketts 

Ulcers finuous 

Vomiting , 

Worms 

Suddenly 

New-bprn 

Still-born 

Cafualties 7, viz. 

Burnt 
Drowned 
Frozen 
Over -laid 
Scalded 

Difeafes unknown of • 



1 
2 

1 

4 
1 

2 

1 

7 
1 

6 

*3 

2 

1 

1 
1 

5 
6 

6 

3 
1 

1 

1 

1 

13 
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General 1 Bill, 
Deaths 189 

Births, about 385 

Marriages, about 84 

Rateable polls,/. c?. males, ^ 
from 16 years old and > 1000 
upwards j 

Number of inhabitants'! 
eftimated at about J 9° 00 



Monthly Bill. 
January 
February 
March 
April 

May ^ Mealies were 
June 5 epidemic 

July 

Auguft 

September 

Odober 



5 

9 

9 
11 

33 

24 

14 

*7 

2 5 
12 

November 




*5» 

November 
December 



Bill of Ages. 

Still-born 14 

Within the month 1 1 

Between 1 mon. and 1 year 27 

1 year and 2 29 

2. and 5 28 

5 and 10 12 

xo and 15 3 

15 and 20 2 

20 and 25 8 

25 and 30 8 

30 and 40 9 

40 and 50 8 

50 and 60 7 

60 and 70 6 

70 and 80 6 

80 and 90 2 
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Ages unknown'of 



189 



Bill of Diseases. 
Anafarca after Scarlet Fever 
Angina 
Apoplexy 
Af'cites 
Afthma 
Atrophy 
Cachexy 
Cancer 
Child-birth 
Cholera Dyfenterica 
Coeliaca 
Complication 
Cor.iiiniption 
Convuilions 
■Cy nancLe-maligna 
Jlyi'tntevy 
iEpilepfy 



4 
1 

3 
1 

2 

4 
2 
1 

1 
8 

3 
3 
5 
8 

5 
6 



Empyema 
Fevers 

From dentition 
Pleuritic 
Peripneumonic 
Rheumatic 
Scarlet 
Synochus 
From worms 
Hard-Drinking 
Haemoptoiis 
Head mould-mot 
Hydrocephalus Internus 
Inflamed Inteftines 
Imperforate Anus 
Lientery 
Lock'd-Jaw 
Meafles 

After Meafles, of Ang 
Fever 

Confumption 
Dyfentery 
Peripneumony 
Sphacelus 
Synochus 
Old Age 
Oppreffion 
Paralytic 

Phthilis Pulmonalis 
Scrophulous Ulcers 
Suppreflio Urinse 
Spafm at Stomach 
Vomica 
Vomiting 
Worms 
New-born, /. e. within the 

month 
Still-born 
Suddenly 
Shot dead 
Difeafes unknown of 



n*^f 



r. 
-i 

1 
1 

5 
2 

'2 

5 
1 

x 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
16 
ma 2 

3 



7 
* 

1 
r 

5 
1 

! 

l i 

2 

* 
1 
1 

J 

3 
> 11 

14 

2 

r 

10 
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